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Areas: Woodland area, Aquatic environment 
(rivers) 

Action type:  Restoration or rehabilitation 
(towards the ecosystems historical trend or 
repairing key functions). 

Action framework: Management of nature areas, 
Natura 2000, Blue and green corridors. 

 

Conservation and restoration 
of alluvial habitats of 

community interest on the 
Liberty Island and side 

channel 
 

 

 

Identity of the organisation 

Organisation: WWF Hungary  

Website: http://www.libertyisland.hu/index.php?l=_en 

Contact: Laurice EREIFEJ – Head of WWF DCP Freshwater 
Ptogramme - WWF Hungary. Tel.: + 36 1 214 5554 - 
laurice.ereifej@wwf.hu 

Site identity 

Site: Liberty (Szabadság) Island  

Location:  Close to city of Mohacs; part of Duna-Drava National 
Park, Béda-Karapancsa region 

Specificities: Islands of the Danube and their side-arms are home 
to extraordinarily rich wildlife: all the species living in the side 
branches require milder waterflow compared to the main branch, 
warmer water, riparian vegetation and rambling hideouts. 

Challenges: Many protected riverine fish species depend on the 
special hydraulic conditions of the side-arm in one or more phases 
of their life cycle (it is much more difficult to survive in the main 
branch for juveniles because of the tough conditions they would 
have to face there otherwise.  The conservation of Salicion albae 
alluvial forests was also a challenge for this project 

Legal status: Strictly protected and Natura 2000 site, and Habitat 
of community interest.
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History and context 

The Liberty Island is located in South-Hungary northward 
from Mohács at the left side of the Danube. Its length is 
about 3 km, its width is 150-200 meters, and its territory 
is 47 ha. The island and the side-arm belong to the 
Danube-Drava National Park and are part of the Natura 
2000 network. The island is a strictly protected nature 
conservation area. Along the side branch, on the left side 
of the Danube, the local water service company has its 
bank filtered water wells to provide, among others, the 
drinking water for the settlements of South Baranya 
County. The island is covered by soft-wood alluvial forest. 

Before the launch of the project, commercial forestry was 
going on, even in spite of the protected status. A weak 
environment policy in Hungary explains this situation. 
Consequently, hybrid poplar plantations and non-native, 
fast-growing invasive tree species threatened the habitat. 

 

The 150 meter wide side branch was blocked by a rock-fill 
dam in 1982, splitting up the side-arm into two parts, 
stopping the natural river flow. This caused the 
accelerated filling up of the riverbed. Finally, it became a 
big mud pond with stagnant water, with flowing water 
only for some days per year. At the northern and southern 
end of the island, only two narrow trickles provided 
connection with the main branch. Waders were searching 
in the little puddles, but after they dried out, they found 
nothing there. The shallow puddles became ecological 
graveyard. It could be seen clearly at the millennium that 
something had to be done in order to avoid the merge of 
the island with the bank. The rock-fill dam was built for 
river regulation and navigation purposes, namely to 
sustain more water in the main river branch instead of in 
the side-arm during low water periods. Later, when the 
waterpipe connecting the left side wells with the right side 

water purification station were built, they were placed 
beneath the main course of the Danube in the riverbed 
but for some reasons they were placed into the rock-fill 
dam in the side-branch. So thus the dam reached the 6 
meters height, which can be overflowed only by the 
highest floods and stopped the water flow in the 95% of 
the year. 

 

• Socio-economic context 

Local stakeholders and inhabitants used to take their 
recreation on the beach downstream of the island, but as 
a consequence of the changed water regime, the beach 
degraded. The local Rowing Association had to change its 
training routes because the siltation and the rock-fill dam 
restricted their possibilities. The bank-filtration drinking 
water wells along the Danube, next to the island, are also 
affected both in respect of quality and quantity.  

 

 

 

Before the project – Source: WWF 
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Presentation of the project 

Issues and objectives 

Floodplains along the Danube river have suffered an 80% 
loss during the last 100 years, and the remaining area is 
also threatened by degrading factors. The project site is 
on the lower section of the Hungarian Danube stretch. 
Here the remaining tracts of semi-natural alluvial 
softwood forests within the actual floodplains are 
threatened by commercial forest management practices, 
by the spread of invasive species, by decreasing water 
supply and by the decline of habitat diversity due to river 
regulation.  

 
The project aimed at mitigating the factors that 
threatened the Salicion albae alluvial forests on Liberty 
Island in order to improve the conservation status of this 
habitat of community interest. Main factors targeted were 
the spread of alien species (Fraxinus pennsylvanica, Acer 
negundo), improper forest management practices and the 
accelerated silting-up process in the side-arm. The 
project objectives included the increase of the extension 
of forest associations composed of native species by 
transforming homogeneous patches of hybrid poplar; 
reducing the presence of invasive tree species under 20%; 
improving water availability for the riparian forests during 
low water periods by restoring the continuous water flow 
in the side branch; and raising of awareness on the 
importance and problems of alluvial forests. 
 

The project also aimed at the dissemination of the 
‘ecosystem services’ concept, in order to find common 
interest for the conservation of natural values and 
sustainable use of natural resources. 

 

Expected longer term results were: 

• The conservation status of the 47 ha alluvial 
softwood forests on the island will improve, as 
they are managed according to nature 
conservation goals by the Danube-Drava 
National Park Directorate. 

• The ratio of invasive tree species will not increase 
as the closed natural forest ecosystem obstructs 
the re-growth and the germination. 

• The longitudinal connectivity of the side branch 
is provided, it is self-sustaining as much as 
possible (in spite of the natural side-arm 
development and succession). 

  

Human and material resources  

Project management 
The development of the LIFE-Nature project started 
thanks to a partnership, which aimed at saving Liberty 
Island, established with the participation of WWF 
Hungary, Mohács Municipality, Danube-Drava National 
Park, Lower Danube Valley Water Directorate (ADUVIZIG) 
and Transdanubian Regional Waterworks (DRV) in 2004, 
and to a cooperation agreement signed between WWF 
and The Coca-Cola Company, with focus on river 
restoration on the Danube in 2007. 
The LIFE-Nature project was submitted in 2007, it started 
in January 2009 and ended in December 2013. The project 
was coordinated by WWF Hungary, and was 
implemented with two state bodies (Danube-Drava 
National Park Directorate and Lower-Danube-valley 
Directorate for Water) and a state-owned company 
Transdanubian Regional Waterworks Co. The cooperation 
was based on the Partnership Agreement, signed in 
September 2009. 
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The project management was built up in a way to provide 
coherence among the different actions. Every action was 
dedicated to the responsibility of one of the partners. The 
coherence was ensured by the project coordinator, who 
was involved in the technical details of all actions. The 
personal motivation and engagement of the participants 
was achieved in the aim of the best results. 
 
Harmonizing the different interests of different sectors 
that affect the active floodplain was a continuous 
challenge. However, on this project site all stakeholders 
(conservationists, local government and inhabitants, 
responsible water management body, the regional water 
supplier and other companies) were interested in 
implementing the restoration, and they cooperated in 
developing and implementing the project. All partners 
had some benefits from the implementation: restored 
side branch and floodplain forest (protected and Natura 
2000) for the Danube-Drava National Park Directorate, 
better water supply conditions for the Waterworks Co., 
improving water management conditions and steps 
towards the implementation of the WFD for the Water 
Management Directorate, improving status of the priority 
river Danube for WWF Hungary, improved possibilities for 
recreation for the municipality of Mohacs. Strong 
Customer Service Representative position for the Coca-
Cola Company that is a significant water user. This offered 
a unique opportunity to halt the degradation and 
improve the conservation status of the habitats, and 
create a demonstration site of a restored island-sidearm 
system on the floodplain.  
 
Concerning material resources, heavy equipment was 
needed for hydro-technical works (dredging ships, 
excavators...). For the replacement of the waterpipes from 
the dam to under the ground, horizontal directional 
drilling (HDD) was used to create the tunnel for the new 
waterpipes under the side branch. 
 

Hydraulic numerical modelling was used for the planning 
of the appropriate quantity of the silt to be dredged and 
of the best shape of the new riverbed to be self-sustained 

later and to provide sufficient water depth all around the 
year. 

With the help of the modelling, it was defined to what 
extent the rock-fill dam could be demolished, and the 
future width of the dredged new bed, and the height of 
the remaining check dam was calculated. The dam was 
not completely removed because the maintenance of the 
proper water level for the navigation route was one of the 
conditions. This way the opening of the side branch did 
not cause any decrease in the low navigation water level. 

Horizontal Directional Drilling (HDD) – Source: WWF 
Hungary 

Projected discharge at mid-water level after the restoration. 
Source: WWF Hungary 
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Creation, restoration methods  

The first step was the purchase of the entire area of the 
Liberty Island in March 2009, in the 3rd month of the 
project. Since then, it was a state-owned area managed 
by the Danube-Drava National Park Directorate, and 
dedicated exclusively for nature conservation. Danube-
Drava National Park Directorate was officially registered 
as the forest manager of the 2 forest compartments of 
the project site. 
The project covered large-scale hydro-technical works in 
the side-arm and professional forestry actions on the 
island, plus dissemination actions. Before beginning the 
field works the following plans were prepared and 
permissions were acquired: environmental permit based 
on the Environmental Impact Assessment of the complete 
project, revised Forest Management Plan that includes 
the planned conservation management actions, technical 
design and the corresponding water permit for the 
dredging, the water pipe relocation and the opening of 
the rock-fill dam, and execution plan for the hydro-
technical works. 
To receive all the necessary permissions needed longer 
time than it was expected. In case of the hydro technical 
works, to meet legal requirements, the preparatory phase 
of the project lasted about 3.5 years, while the field 
implementation took 1.5 years. In case of forest 
restoration, the preparations took 22 months, and the 
implementation could start at the very beginning of the 
3rd year of the project period. 
 
Forest conversion activities and elimination of invasive 
species 
The 47 ha island is covered by alluvial softwood 
formations, corresponding to the habitat of community 
interest 91E0 (Salicion albae alluvial forests). The area was 
affected by invasive tree species (Fraxinus pennsylvanica 
and Acer negundo) and a hybrid poplar plantation of a 
size about 9 ha. Within the project, the Forest 
Management Plan was modified and included ‘nature 
conservation’ and ‘Natura 2000’ as the only purpose of 
the forest on the island. It also included the required 

conservation management: felling of non-native species 
and reforestation with native ones. 
Field activities covered two type of activities: invasive 
clearance and forest conversion. The invasives were cut 
selectively on the entire island to decrease their 
proportion under 20% (proportion based on field 
experiences). As Fraxinus pennsylvanica and Acer 
negundo are dioecious, the focus was on the removal of 
the female trees to prevent speeding. The waste was sold 
for timber, the income was reported to LIFE and deducted 
from the LIFE grant. Under forest conversion the hybrid 
poplar plantation was converted to semi-natural alluvial 
forest. First the plantation was clear-cut on 2 sites of 2.5 
ha and selectively cut on 4 ha. Then the area was fenced 
around for the prevention of game damage (deer, red 
deer, boar - in total 1 900 m fence was built). The fences 
are composed of 2 m high strained metal wire net 
supported by wooden poles. The area then was re-
forested by regionally grown saplings of Populus x 
canescens, Ulmus laevis and Fraxinus angustifolia ssp. 
pannonica and Pyrus piraster. Two methods were tested 
on 2.5 ha each: i) 8,000 saplings were planted in 3 m row 
distance and nursed with machinery and ii) dense-row 
technology: 12,000 saplings were planted in 1.5 m row-
distance and nursed by handwork. As sapling are very 
sensitive to groundwater level in the first years, a 
consequence of a draught and then a flood, the saplings 
died in spots and were replaced twice. On the additional 
4 hectares 50 % of the old trees remained, and saplings 
were planted under the trees. The income originated from 
selling the timber was used within the project. 
The Forest Management Permit was approved on 23 
September 2010, the clear cut was done from February to 
April 2011, the fence was built in May-June 2011, and the 
planting was done in April 2011. The replacements were 
required in October 2012 and October 2013.  
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After 3 years, by the end of the project, there was a 
significant difference between the three areas where 
different methodologies were used. Traditional 
reforestation: the young trees were growing slowly, they 
were damaged by draught and flood, needed to be 
replaced sporadically. Dense-row technology: the 
samplings grew quite well, they were 5-7 m high and their 
canopy closure was over 70%. Felling 50 % and under-
planting: trees developed slowly and also suffered from 
draught and flood. The difference between the 3 parts is 
not due only to the difference in the elevation, but to its 
combined effect with the different technology used. 
Dense-tow technology can be recommended, since it 
involves more costs and labour at the beginning but pays 
off within a few years by avoiding replacements. 
 
Hydro-technical works 
Hydro-technical works covered the ecological purpose 
dredging of the sediment, the opening of the rock-fill 
dam, and the relocation of the water pipes running in the 
dam. These works had to be synchronised and 
harmonised, timing of the different actions were critical. 
 
Ecological purpose dredging 
The cumulated sediment elevated the riverbed of the 
side-arm to a level that during low water periods it 
became partly dry. Dredging of it was essential to provide 
freeway for the water flow in low-water periods so that 
water supply for the riparian forests and habitat for the 
aquatic life could be ensured. The aim was to provide all-
year-around water flow in the side-arm. Two main criteria 
were expressed towards the designer: i) to achieve 
reasonable deep water and water flow even in the lowest 
water level season, and ii) to have the most possible self-
sustaining riverbed morphology and shape. The first part 
was the detailed survey of the original side-arm. Then 
using a computer model the designer simulated different 
versions of the designed stage. Finally, the best version 
was decided and the technical plan was finalised and 
submitted to the relevant authority for getting the water 
permission.  
As the side-arm was considerably silted up, approximately 
one third of the width was dredged – this provides 30-50 

m wide flowing side-arm. The work was done with two 
professional dredging ships. In total 160,000 m3 sediment 
was removed and deposited safely into the main channel 
of the Danube, allowing to address a part of the riverbed 
deepening problem. The effect on the main channel of 
the sediment placed there will not be studied since, 
compared to the size of the main river, it was not a big 
amount. The side branch is monitored for the movement 
of the riverbed material. 

The water permit was earned on 4 February 2011. The 
works were started in July 2012 and ended in March 2013. 
The company for the implementation was selected in a 
public procurement procedure. 

 
Water pipe relocation 

Work on water pipes – Source: WWF 

Dredging. Source : WWF 
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In the rock-fill dam, which cut the side-arm in the middle, 
two water pipes were running. These connected the water 
wells on the left bank with the purification station of the 
water service company on the right bank. In order to be 
able to disassembly the dam they had to be re-located 
under the riverbed. The 3 available technologies were 
examined in a comparative study, and the horizontal 
directional drilling technology was selected. Its main 
advantage, beyond the price, is that minimal surface 
disturbance is needed. It is important in a nature 
conservation area.  
 
The technical design was finished by October 2010, the 
water permit was issued in May 2012. The execution plan 
was finished in June 2012. The selection of the 
implementing company was completed between July and 
September 2012. The implementation works started on 24 
September 2012 and finished in April 2013. 
 
Opening of the rock-fill dam 
After removing the old pipe sections, the partial 
demolishing and the opening of the rock-fill dam became 
possible. It was the last step of the hydro-technical works. 
The shape and size of the opening was in harmony with 
the dredged width of the side-arm. The height of the dam 
on the total width was equally decreased by 2 meters, and 
a further 4 m was removed in the middle in order to 
create a low-water riverbed. The machinery needed was 
a regular excavator. This deep opening has a trapezoid 
shape: it is 20 m wide in its bottom and getting wider 
upwards.  

The disassembly of the dam was conducted between July 
and October 2013.   

 
Communication and dissemination 

Communication and dissemination activities targeted the 
general public and the expert communities. To the 
general public simple messages were disseminated about 
the wildlife diversity of floodplains and side-arms and 
about the works completed during the project. Media 
work were used to generate articles in on-line and printed 

media. 4 media events were organised, out of which 2 
included field visits. Several voluntary days were 
organised on the site, and 3 public forums for local 
people. 

The project has its own website at 
www.szabadsagsziget.hu and www.libertyisland.hu, both 
in Hungarian and English. It was regularly updated with 
news, project results and audio-visual material. 
Altogether more than 30,000 website visitors were 
registered. 
The whole project was filmed, and in the end, different 
length versions of the project film for different target 
groups were produced (some of them also in English). 
They are available on-line through the website and on 
Youtube and the TV version was broadcast by national 
channels. 
Along the restored side-arm a fluvial nature trail was 
created, which can be visited by boat or canoe. 
There was no systematic survey among the local people 
of Mohács about the knowledge and acceptance of the 
project, however during the forums and other events 
interest was high, and their attitude was positive. 

In order to inform the expert community of the different 
professional fields, the staff of WWF presented the project 
results at several conferences and workshops during the 
five years. Two workshops were held on the project site, 
one for Hungarian and one for foreign conservation 
experts. In the last year of the project an international 

The rock-fill dam – Source: WWF 

http://www.szabadsagsziget.hu/
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closing conference in Mohács was organised with over 90 
participants from 5 countries, to present project results, 
enhance experience exchange and gain new inspiration. 

 

 

 

Monitoring and evaluation methods  

The results of the conservation actions were followed by 
aquatic and terrestrial monitoring. It registered the base-
line data before the interventions started, and then 
sampled the site in 2012 and 2013. As the field work was 
finished in 2013, in order to get information on the real 
impact of the project further monitoring will be needed 
after some years.

Description 

Facilitation  

The project partners had regular meetings, the lead 
partner had to give strong guidance for that. The 
inhabitants of the city of Mohacs were informed about the 
project progress two times during the implementation. 

Regular reports were sent to the Commission (progress 
reports, midterm reports and final reports). After the LIFE-
Nature, the second biggest grant as provided by Coca-
Cola Hungary but they didn’t require formal reporting. 
Regular information on the progress were provided to the 
contact person of Coca-Cola Hungary, and the 
management and a group of staff were invited to the 
island during the project. 

 

Partners 

The main partners were: 

-WWF Hungary – Coordinator of the project. It was the 
main beneficiary, and was responsible for the 
coordination, communication and the ecological purpose 
dredging of the silted-up sediments from the side 
channel.  

-Duna-Dráva National Park Directorate - As part of the 
forest management it was responsible for the 

transformation of hybrid poplar plantations into forests 
composed of native species, and the reduction of 
invasively spreading tree species in the project area. Apart 
from the forestry management it was the responsible 
beneficiary for purchasing the island, the conservation 
management and the monitoring. 

-Lower-Danube-valley Water Management Directorate - 
Responsible for the opening of the rock-fill dam. 

-Transdanubian Regional Waterworks Public Company - 
Responsible for the relocation of the hydraulical delivery 
pipes under the riverbed. 

The project was co-financed by Coca-Cola Hungary 
(Coca-Cola HBC Magyarország Kft., Coca-Cola Services 
Magyarország Kft.) and the Municipality of Mohács 
Town. 

 

Costs and financing 

Total budget: 1 795 529 €. Eligible costs: 1 434 529 €. 

EU co-financing: 1 075 896 €, 75% of eligible costs, 
approx. 60% of total budget, due to infrastructure 
element 

 
Financial summary 
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The spending was in line with the original budget, 
overspending and underspending of cost categories were 
justified and they stayed within the defined limits by LIFE 
regulation.  
The relocation of the water pipe was eligible only in part, 
since it was a large infrastructure element. This non-
eligible item was less expensive than estimated in the 
original budget, due to the innovative HDD technology.  

The project was implemented by 4 different organisations 
as beneficiaries. They provided their own contribution. 
The risk of exchange rate changes was borne by the 
coordinated beneficiary. At the end, its effect was positive 
and it helped to keep within the planned project budget. 
The Financial Report was compiled by merging the 

internal financial progress reports, prepared by each 
beneficiary. 

The respective costs of the different actions were as 
follows: 

- 46% dredging 
- 22,6% waterpipe relocation 
- 9% buying the island 
- 6,5% forestry works 
- 4,4% environmental impact assessment and monitoring 
- 3,2% communication 
- 2,8% opening the rock-fill dam (after waterpipe 
relocation) 
- 5,4% project management.

 

Timetable 

ACTION TIMETABLE 

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

-Partnership agreement 
-Purchasing of the 
entire area of the Liberty 
Island in March 2009 
-Environmental Impact 
Assessment 
-Forest management 
planning 

 

-Water pipe relocation : 
technical design 
finished by October 
2010 

-Hydraulical modelling 
and technical design of 
dredging and dam 
opening 

Clearing of invasive 
species: from February 
to April 2011.  

-Forest conversion: the 
fence was built in May-
June 2011, and the 
planting was done in 
April 2011 

-Water pipe relocation: 
the water permit was 
issued in May 2012. The 
execution plan was 
finished in June 2012.  
The implementation 
works started on 24 
September 2012  

-Dredging works:  
started in July 2012 

-Forest conversion: 
replacement in October 
2012 

Dredging works ended 
in March 2013 

-Water pipe relocation : 
end of the 
implementation works 
in April 2013 

-Disassembling of the 
dam between July and 
October 2013 

-Forest conversion: 
replacement in October 
2013 

-Dissemination of the 
project results 

 
Duration: 01.01.2009 – 31.12.2013, 60 months 

Overall assessment 

Achievements  

As a result of this project, the Liberty Island and its side-
arm have been transformed to a relatively undisturbed 
floodplain ecosystem, where natural processes can be 
dominant again. The entire island is dedicated exclusively 
to nature conservation purposes, and its long-term 
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preservation is ensured. Commercial forestry was stopped 
and only conservation management can take place on the 
site. The forests of the island have been started to grow 
into a semi-natural alluvial softwood forest with less than 
20% of invasive tree species presence. According to 
monitoring, the re-forestation develops well.  
 

The Danube side-arm is re-vitalised, it is providing 
appropriate water supply for the alluvial forest on its 
banks. Free water flow is ensured the whole year round, 
thus the specific habitats of parapotamal (dead arms 
retaining a connection to the main channel) side-arms 
can form. Hydraulic monitoring in the side-branch is 
necessary to assess sedimentation balance. The minimum 
water level for navigation purposes in the main river 
course is ensured and the re-opening of the side-branch 
didn’t affect negatively the navigation conditions. The 
authority that is responsible for the navigation route 
approved the new status. Additionally, the project applied 
and disseminated the ‘ecosystem services’ principle, since 
is it expected that the restoration of the side-arm will 
improve the quantity and quality of the water extracted 
through the bank-filtered water wells of the regional 
water providing company.  
 

 

Key outputs and deliverables 
- Partnership Agreements signed 

- 47 ha Natura 2000 area bought, forest under National 
Park management 

- Environmental Impact Assessment produced and 
environmental permit acquired 

- Technical design for the dredging, opening of the dam 
and water pipe relocation 

- Water permit for all hydro-technical works 

Opportunities offered by the Liberty Island – Source: WWF 
Hungary 

After the project – Source: WWF Hungary 

Replanted native forest after 4 years (with project manager 
of WWF, Viktória Siposs) – Source: WWF Hungary 
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- Execution plans for the hydro-technical works 

- 160,000 m3 sediment removed from the side-arm 

- 2 water pipes relocated under the riverbed 

- 6000 m3 stones removed from the dam, the barrier to 
the continuous water flow eliminated 

- Forest Management Plan appropriately modified and 
approved by the authority 

- 9 ha forest converted into native softwood forest type 

- 3 reforestation methods tested 

- Invasive tree species controlled, its coverage reduced 
on 47 ha 

- Monitoring reports of terrestrial and aquatic 
monitoring 

- 2 large size bilingual information boards erected on 
the project site and in Mohács 

- 3 forums held for local stakeholders with high interest 

- 10,000 pieces of starting leaflet issued (in Hungarian 
and English) 

- 1000 pieces of low value promotional objects produced 
and distributed  

- Project website in 2 languages, with more than 30,000 
visitors 

- 4 media events and 11+ press releases, which 
generated more than 300 clippings 

- 2 workshops and 1 international conference organised 
for scientific experience exchange 

- A summary of the scientific conference issued as an 
electronic publication 

- 5-stops long nature study trail was constructed along 
the banks of the side-arm 

- 5 project films were produced, 3 of them with English 
version (published on-line and on DVD, 150 pieces) 

- After-LIFE Conservation Plan compiled and signed by 
the Partners. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Wintering birds after restoration – Source: WWF Hungary 

Beavers are also happy – Source: WWF Hungary 
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IMPROVEMENTS - ADVISES 

— The LIFE programme grants cover only 55-75% of nature conversation projects. Therefore the main challenge for 
any project owner is to find the funding to cover the rest of the budget. The scale of the intervention implies that 
nor are the interested local municipalities, nor other stakeholders able to cover it themselves. In this case the interest 
and involvement of Coca-Cola Hungary was the key besides the contribution of all the other partners. 

 

Perspectives 

Continuation 

 The project is finished, but an After-LIFE Conservation 
Plan was signed by the Partners.  The ecological and 
hydraulic monitoring was restarted in 2018.  

The National Park Directorate is the trustee of the island 
and it takes care of it through its regular ranger system. 
Rangers look after the island, collect data and report any 
problem detected. Nursing of the young forest was 
continued for some years, until it was necessary, and the 
monitoring of the invasive species is on-going to see 
whether intervention is necessary. However, on the long 
run non-intervention management of the forest is 

planned. The island become one of the destinations 
where the rangers provide guided tours within the DDNP. 

Transposability 

However, this was a special project with the partnership 
of NGO, state owned directorates, municipality and 
drinking water supply company, there is huge potential 
for the reconnection of side-branches to the Danube on 
the whole Hungarian Danube. The experiences of Liberty 
Island project can be replicable in any upcoming 
restoration works.   

 

 
 

 

Publications  

-Layman’s Report http://www.szabadsagsziget.hu/media/1387292425_wwf_laymans_report_kesz_kicsi.pdf  

-Summary and presentation of the closing conference 
http://www.szabadsagsziget.hu/index.php?m=informaciok/4/akcio_d3_szakmai_tapasztalatcsere  

 

http://www.szabadsagsziget.hu/media/1387292425_wwf_laymans_report_kesz_kicsi.pdf
http://www.szabadsagsziget.hu/index.php?m=informaciok/4/akcio_d3_szakmai_tapasztalatcsere
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